Edward E. Okonski

March 28, 1933 - April 9, 2022

A gentle, kind, loving, all-around people person known as Ed, Edziu, Pops,
Papa, Grandpa O, Fishing Buddy, Papa Smurf was an extraordinary man with
a lot of friends. Anyone would become instant friends with Ed because of his
love of life and nature of human kindness. Edward Ernest Okonski, Sr. left his
family and friends to "go home” on April 9, 2022, leaving behind a legacy of
charity and volunteering in the Christian community around Knights of
Columbus activities.

Ed was born on March 28, 1933, in Bremond, Texas to Edward and Helen
Okonski. He graduated from Bremond High School in 1951. He played guard
on the football team and won district in 1950. After high school he moved to
the big city, Houston, and began his career in the financial industry. Ed worked
at Gulfgate State Bank and then First City Bank from 1956-1991 starting out in
Item Processing and promoting his way up to a VP over Vault Services. As
with many in the financial services industry, Ed found himself changing
careers after a layoff and joined a real estate management company, Tramco,
where he worked another 25 years, until he retired all together.



Ed shared his love for and taught his sons the art of barbecuing. At many a
family gathering, he would be around the pit, mastering BBQ chicken. Ed also
had a love for catching crappie and wade fishing in the Gulf. As a member of
the Knights of Columbus Council 2917, Ed served as various officer positions
and was instrumental in organizing several fund raisers. For many years he
was the Treasurer for the Home Association and kept accurate records and
never missed a statement. He also enjoyed bowling in the KC league, and
traveled with other bowlers to State and International Tournaments and was
the State champions in doubles in 1999 with his son, Sam. He was awarded
Knight of the Month and Family of the Month on several occasions and
eventually in 2021, Ed was awarded Knight of the Year.

Ed is survived by his loving wife of 67 years, Janie Okonski; sons, Sam
Okonski and his wife, Deborah, Greg Okonski and his wife, Darlene, and
Brian Okonski, also his daughter, Mary Frances Morrow and her husband,
Dave, and daughter-in-law, Pam Okonski; grandchildren, Vanessa (Dylan),
Nichole, Melissa (Andrew), Eddie Ill, Katye, Amanda (Jonathan), Nicole
(Kevin), Connor, Brenda, Josh (Kellie), Angela, and Adylynn; great-
grandchildren Aubrey, Hunter, Riddick Walton and Evelyn Scott, Leo and
Landon Jimenez, Trent Key, Taylor and Jason Hollin, Luke, Harper, and
Hadlee Raska, Kaylee, Aimee, Lucille, and Eleanor Buford, and Emmalee,
Katelyn, David, Grant Morrow and Austin Sweet. Ed is also survived by his
siblings, Joe and his wife, Sue, Gene, Larry and his wife, Monica, Dolores and
her husband, Jerry, Mary Ann and her husband, Stanley, and Helen and her
husband, Jack.

Ed was preceded in death by his parents, Edward L. Okonski and Helen



Okonski, and son, Edward E. Okonski, Jr.

A visitation with the family will begin at 4:00 p.m., on Monday, April 18, 2022 at
the Knights of Columbus Hall, Council 2917, at 607 East Whitney in Houston,
Texas.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, April 19,
2022 at Assumption Catholic Church, 901 Roselane in Houston, Texas. The
Rite of Committal followed at Forest Park Lawndale cemetery, 6900 Lawndale
Avenue in Houston, Texas.

Honored to serve as pallbearers were Edward Okonski Ill, Connor Okonski,
Clayton Hays, Gus Taxiarchou, Eddie Lopez, and Kerry VonArb.

A special thanks goes out to the family and friends of Ed.

For those desiring, donations may be made in memory of Ed Okonski to the
Knights of Columbus, Coucil 2917, 607 East Whitney Drive, Houston, Texas
77022.



Tribute Wall

Sandra Nevares lit a candle Dearest Okonski I

Family,

Our hearts are full of sadness! Uncle Ed was -
full of life and always had a smile on his face. “
He had a gentleness about him that could

warm your soul. | pray that he knows how much we love him for
always being there for our family no matter what we needed help
with. | know Our Lord and Savior has greeted him with open arms in
his Kingdom of Heaven. We continue to pray for his family for
Peace, Love and The Greatest of memories! Love. Sandra Nevares
and family

Sandra Nevares - April 18, 2022 at 12:00 AM
Karen Lopez lit a candle ]

Karen Lopez - April 18, 2022 at 12:00 AM



Paula Collins lit a candle | have so many I
incredible memories that | will treasure

forever with this amazing family. Ed and Janie '
raised kind and very loving children. | was “
blessed to have met them all. | learned the

SKill of playing dominoes and Ed was my partner several times and
we won a couple of games! Being around Ed with his charming
smile was a breathe of fresh air he always had me laughing and
enjoying all the family adventures. My hugs and prayers go out to
the entire family. But | know I'm my heart that Ed and Eddie will be
together keeping everyone in heaven dancing, laughing with joy!

Paula Collins - April 13, 2022 at 12:00 AM



